The 1st FOUNDER’S DAY

The story of the first celebration of Founder’s Day

as it appeared in the 

Hollywood Herald,  July and August, 1935

*************************

FOUNDER’S DAY PROCLAMATION

    Believing that the citizens of Hollywood are ever grateful and appreciative of the accomplishments and work of the late Joseph W. Young, the founder and creator of our city, whose vision, perseverance and character built Hollywood out of an impenetrable jungle, and 

    WHEREAS, it is fitting and proper that a day be set aside each year to commemorate and pay tribute to the memory of our beloved First Citizen and Founder, and

    WHEREAS, our city commission have, by official action, designated the date of the birth of Joseph W. Young as appropriate to the observance,

    NOW THEREFORE, I, Arthur W. Kellner, Mayor of the City of Hollywood, do PROCLAIM MONDAY, AUGUST FIFTH AS FOUNDER’S DAY AND A PUBLIC HOLIDAY.

    and urge that we, the citizens of this community, do observe this day by refraining from our daily avocations, by closing our places of business for as much of the day as possible and by meeting together in a proper observance where tribute may be expressed to the memory of our Founder, Joseph W. Young.

    Done under my hand and seal, this First day of August, A. D. 1935.

ARTHUR W. KELLNER,









                       Mayor
ORGANIZERS OF THE DAY

· R. B. Walker, chairman, Chamber of Commerce Committee

· T. D. Ellis, Jr., President of the Chamber of Commerce

· Henry Mann 

· T. L. Norfleet 

· Rev. Thomas H. Sprague

· Mark Tully

· C. L. Walsh

· Helen Whatley


· Fred Willis

All former associates of Joseph W. Young were invited.  Some 2,000 people participated in the all day celebration.

Other Notables in Attendance

· J. K. Phillips, President of the Miami Chamber of Commerce

· Delegated representative of Mayor Fossey of Miami, who extended the felicitations of Miami and paid tribute to “J. W.”

· W. W. Sharp, one of the company’s original lecturers

· Emphasized the happy relations existing between Joseph W. Young and the men who worked for him

· Billy Young, J. W. and Jessie’s youngest son

· Senator John W. Beacham

· Representative Dwight E. Rogers

· Col. R. H. Sanders

· Personal representative of Governor Dave Sholtz

· George Merrick, founder of Coral Gables

EVENTS THAT DAY

· Golf tournament at Municipal Golf Course, from 9 a.m.

· Water sports at the Hollywood Beach Casino, afternoon




Phil Vitsky, master of ceremonies



Water show under Molly Grimshaw

· Band concert by the Kiwanis Boys’ band under W. H. Ross

· Dance program under Lola Rickard Zane at Municipal Casino band shell, 3 p.m.



Director, R. A. Raymond



Accompanist, Elaine Hostetter

· Various picnic groups, including Sinawik

· Barbeque set up by the American Legion at the beach ovens, 5 p.m.

· Band concert by the Hollywood Boys’ band at the Beach band shell

· Memorial address by L. O. Casey, Beach band shell, 6:15



Chairman of the meeting, Mayor Arthur W. Kellner



Music by Hollywood band under Reno Zaza, 5:45



Invocation by Reb. J. L. Yonce

· Diamond ball game, Hollywood vs. Miami, Dowdy Field, 8 p.m.

· Dinner dance at Newport Inn, with Don Roberta and his Miami Biltmore orchestra, 9:30 p.m.
